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Drobede' (Draupadi). The festival lasted eighteen days, during
which all who had vowed to take part in it were bound to
fast, to practise continence, to sleep on the ground without
a, mat, and to walk on a furnace. On the eighteenth day
the images of Darma Rajah and his spouse were carried in
procession to the furnace, and the performers followed
dancing, their heads crowned with flowers and their bodies
smeared with saffron. The furnace consisted of a trench
about forty feet long, filled with hot embers. When the Wor-
images had been carried thrice round it, the worshippers

walked over the embers, faster or slower, according to the through
degree of their religious fervour, some carrying their children
in their arms, others brandishing spears, swords, and stand-
ards. This part of the ceremony being over, the bystanders
hastened to rub their foreheads with ashes from the furnace,
and to beg from the performers the flowers which they had
worn in their hair ; and such as obtained them preserved
the flowers carefully. The rite was performed in honour of
the goddess Drobede* (Draupadi), the heroine of the great
Indian epic, the Mahabharata. For she married five brothers
all at once ; every year she left one of her husbands to betake
herself to another, but before doing so she had to purify her-
self by fire. There was no fixed date for the celebration of
the rite, but it could only be held in one of the first three
months of the year,1 In some villages the ceremony is per-
formed annually ; in others, which cannot afford the expense
every year, it is observed either at longer intervals, perhaps
once in three, seven, ten, or twelve years, or only in special
emergencies, such as the outbreak of smallpox, cholera, or
plague. Anybody but a pariah or other person of very low
degree may take part in the ceremony in fulfilment of a vow.
For example, if a man suffers from some chronic malady, he
may vow to Draupadi that, should he be healed of his disease,
he will walk over the fire at her festival. As a preparation
for the solemnity he sleeps in the temple and observes a fast
The celebration of the rite in any village is believed to protect
the cattle and the crops and to guard the inhabitants from
dangers of all kinds. When it is over, many people carry

1 Sonnerat,  Voyage aux Indts orientals ft a la Chin* (Paris,  1782), i.
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